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1. Welcome by I0C Executive Secretary Commission

2. Introduction of the Objectives of the IOC WG-BBNJ, Membership, and Working
methods and timeline for WG meetings

3. BBNIJ - State of play and overview of the process from a science perspective

4. Overview Session on |IOC/Decade potential contributions across 5 dimensions
* Ocean data and Observation

Capacity Development

Regional coordination (role of IOC RSBs)

Ocean Decade focus on BBNJ/deep sea aspects

Clearing House mechanism

5. Overall discussion on the work of the WG, ie focus and timeline of next sessions
(In Depth Session on individual topics)

6. Closure




IOC WG Terms of Reference

The I0C Working Group on BBNJ is established to provide scientific and technical advice on matters
related to the implementation of the BBNJ Agreement within the IOC mandate, and in particular:

(i) Develop recommendations for IOC’s potential role in the operationalization of BBNJ e.g., for area-based
management tools; EIAs; capacity-building and the transfer of marine technology; and marine genetic
resources, including the fair and equitable sharing of benefits;

(i) ldentify, in cooperation with the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of legal Affairs of
the United Nations acting as secretariat for the BBNJ Agreement, and promote 10C’s role and contributions
towards the establishment and operation of the future BBNJ Clearing-House Mechanism,;

(i) Review and analyze scientific, technical, and capacity development aspects of the BBNJ Agreement relevant to
the 10C,;

(iv) Identify needs and modalities to be delivered though IOC mechanisms to support Member States, particularly
developing countries, in capacity development initiatives relevant to BBNJ implementation, in cooperation with the
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of legal Affairs of the United Nations acting as secretariat
for the BBNJ Agreement.

(v) Propose strategies and mechanisms for enhancing data sharing and cooperation across national and regional
institutions, including though 10C Regional Subsidiary Bodies.

(vi) Propose mechanisms for cooperation between IOC and BBNJ Agreement
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MEMBERSHIP, CHAIRING AND METHODS OF WORK
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The WG shall be composed of experts nominated by IOC Member States, Oceanographic
taking into account regional representation and relevant expertise (e.g., marine science,

international law, capacity development, data management), as well as representatives from
relevant IOC Programmes and Subsidiary Bodies.

The WG will be chaired by an IOC Officers (Vice-Chair) to be identified by I0C Chairperson.

The WG shall conduct its work through virtual means and will work in English.

A short report will be prepared after each meeting and shared with WG Members for review.
Meetings will also be recorded.

The WG will report will provide a progress report on its findings at the 59th Session of the IOC
Executive Council in 2026 and at the 34th session of the IOC Assembly in 2027. ( 2 years
mandate)




Membership of the WG-BBNJ (based on
CL nominations)

26 Experts nominated by IOC MS

Group | : 7 experts (Canada, Germany, Ireland, Norway, Spain,
Turkiye, UK)

Group Il : 2 experts (Russian Federation, Ukraine)

Group lll: 5 experts (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico)
Group IV: 7 experts (Bangladesh, PR China, Japan, Rep. Korea,
Sri Lanka, Vietham)

Group V: 5 experts (Djibouti, Mauritania, Morocco, Kuwalit,
Senegal)

Nomination from IOC Subsidiary bodies/joint programmes:
GEBCO, WESTPAC, IOCAFRICA, GOOS, OBIS, IODE




Schedule of meetings

2025
WG-BBNJ # 1: Introduction/kick off - 15 December 2025

2026
WG-BBNJ #2 : In Depth focus - 20 February 2026

WG-BBNIJ # 3 : In Depth focus - April 2026 (tbc)
WG-BBNIJ # 4 : In Depth focus — August/Sept 2026 (tbc)

WG- BBNJ #5 : In Depth focus — Nov/December 2026 (tbc)

2027
2 Meetings of WG-BBNJ in 1st half of the year

The WG may also establish Task Groups to address specific issues.

These will meet online at their own convenience/schedule
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Documentation
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All documents are posted on Ocean Expert Intergovernmental

Oceanographic
Commission

M Overview Agenda Documents

Agenda Documents

|OC Working Group on Biodiversity

) s, Show 50 4 entries Search:
Beyond National Jurisdiction
(DL WG BEN. Agenda Code Name Updated on Action
Agenda no. 1 Draft Agenda of the 1st meeting of the 10C Werking Group on BBNJ 10/12/25 *
09 December 2025 - 30 June 2027 -
Agenda Code Name Updated on Action
! Location Showing 1to 1 of 1 Documents Previous Mext
France
Other Documents
¥ Organiser(s) & Staff Show @ 50 4 entries Search:
Organiser
Mr. Julian BARBIERE Code Name Updated on Action
Statement by the Co-Chairs of the Preparatory Commission at the closing of the second session 12/12/2025 *
2 Participation
By invitation only. List of members of the WG 12/12/2025 ¥
Limnelogy Oceanography - 2025 - Marlow - An actionable guide to the United Mations Biodiversity Beyond Mational 12/132/2025 *
IOC_CL_3055 12/12/2025
L_LL_alaa / &
|0C Non-paper on contribution to BBNJ (2020) 12/12/2025 *
..
FLOW CHART: THE CLEARING-HOUSEMECHAN5M 12/12/2025 *
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BBNJ — State of play and overview of the
process from a science perspective

Presentation by Charlotte Salpin, Senior Legal Officer
UN Division of Legal Affairs and Law of the Sea (UN/DOALOS)
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4. Overview Session on |0C/Decade potential N
contributions across 5 dimensions (presentation + Q/A) UNnesco

Intergovernmental

1/ Ocean data and Observation

2/ Capacity Development

3/ Regional coordination (role of I0OC RSBs)
4/ Decade focus on BBNJ/deep sea aspects

5/ Clearing House mechanism
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1/ Ocean data and Observation

Audrey Darnaude, Co-chair, GOOS Biology and ecology Panel, Co-
Chair

and

Katherine Tattersall, Co-chair, OBIS Steering Group




Overview Session on I0OC/Decade potential | 10C Working Group on BBN)

contributions across 5 dimensions emen 17 Meeting (online)
“  Monday 15 December 2025

1- Ocean data and observation
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The Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS)

Since 1991: leading the development of a truly global ocean observing system by supporting

international, regional and national ocean observing programmes, governments, UN agencies,
research organisations and individual scientists...

Global Ocean
Observmg SYStem Users & beneficiaries

of ocean information

community & Partners

Gess
W

Global Ocean Observing System

... to help them better answer societal needs at all scales, by

improving and facilitating the collection, interoperability, integration
and sharing of key ocean data worldwide.



GOOS Essential Ocean Variables

(EOVs) framework

Aim = make it easier to measure

and compare ocean state from all
corners of the world

EOVs = the minimum set of ocean
variables to:

e assess ocean state and variability for
important global ocean phenomena

e provide essential data for applications

that support societal benefit.

EOVs focus on three main delivery areas:

Climate

Operational
', Services
- 0
p ==
Ny

Ocean
Health

o

EOVs are grouped by discipline and are overseen by three GOOS expert panels:

Biology and
Climate Ecosystems

EOVs can be described by three key elements:

Physics and

Supporting

Sub-variables Variables

Basic measurements
for estimating the main
EOV (e.g., counting
marine turtles)

Additional measurements
offering context (e.g., measuring
water temperature for
understanding environmental
conditions affecting turtles)

Biogeochemistry

Derived
Products

Outputs calculated from
the sub-variables and other
relevant information (e.g.,
visible changes in turtle
population using turtle count
and water condition)



Biology and Ecosystems EOVs

BioEco EOVs are the minimum
set of ocean variables for
biology and ecosystems
identified to help understand g

and forecast marine life. cinis | naee | maw | s

by Co

Diversity and Diversity and Abundance Abundance Abundance mammal Cross-disciplinary
biomass biomass and distribution and distribution and distribution Abundance
and distribution

X

They provide a framework for
coordinating and standardizing

S

m a rl n e b I O d Ive rS Ity Coral Seagrass Macroalgal Mangrove Microbe Benthic Ocean colour
. ° ° Cover and Cover and canopy Cover and Diversity and invertebrates Cross-disciplinary
observations, to maximize data TR wmeitn | Commd | competor | Hobod | i
(Pilot)

interoperability and access at
the global scale.

* Do not apply to the high seas & deep ocean



BioEco EOVs’ coverage

m GOOS BioEco Metadata Portal
unesco

Select Essential Ocean Variables (EOVs)

Birds Mangrove

Fish ~ Microbes
Hard coral Phytoplankton
Invertebrates ~ Seagrass
Macroalgae ~ Turtles
Mammals ~ Zooplankton

DESELECT ALL

Subvariables

DESELECT ALL

Readiness levels

Requirements v
Coordination v
Data v

Data availability
In OBIS

638 monitoring programmes



GOOS observations pres
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GOOS Regional Alliances and National Focal Points
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From observations to impact

Data products

Indicators
o
§ 72
GEO B&N

Group on Earth Observa tions
Biodiversity Observation Network
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Ocean
observing

&BIS

OCEAN BIODIVERSITY
INFORMATION SYSTEM

QDIS
3

G”s ‘ Biology and
Ecosystems Panel

MBON

Mar Biodi ity

Observation Network

$

Stakeholders
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\{\; ‘//y Climate Change
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CLIMATE

Paris Agreement

Uses

SENDAI FRAMEWORK

FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTICON 2015-2030

Disaster Risk Reduction

Weather forecasting and

hazard warnings

Decision- making |
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Safety at sea, optimised
routing, energy
optimisati

Strategic

Convention on
Biological Diversity

i

planning

30x30, Global
Biodiversity Framework
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environment
programme

Plastics Treaty
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Biodiversity Beyond
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SDG14 / Sustainable
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OBIS is a global open-access platform for marine life
data and a global community

OBIS is a programme component of the
International Oceanographic Data and
Information Programme (IODE) of the

We provide high-
Pq uality dgta ‘ Intergovernmental Oceanographic
you can trust. ~ Commission (I0OC) of UNESCO.

OBIS mtegrates open, FAIR, standardised,
quality-controlled marme biodiversity data

from multiple sources into a single platform.
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OBIS is a global open-access platform for marine life
data and a global community

v i R
167M 203K 27M

species marine DNA

observations species sequences
| OBIS
in numbers - v D

| I

36 6K 99

Nodes scientists countries
worldwide involved engaged

oneses DBIS
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OBIS is a global open-access platform for marine life data

and a global commumty
ﬁ&ﬁ% :

OBIS
Nodes
(October 2025)
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27 million barcode sequences
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\_
OBIS data supports

crucial global & regional ocean assessments
to enable science-based decision making

STATE OF THE
OCEAN REPORT

REs GLOBAL
e Harmful Algal

The Second -
SUMMARY FOR Bloom

POLICYMAKERS World Ocean
(PDF) Assessment

US REPORT 2021

EBSA

Convention on
Biological Diversity

. ©BIS
unesco N

rgovernm'ental OCEAN BIODIVERSITY
INFORMATION SYSTEM

Commission



Partnering for a better Ocean .o

Strengthen Capacity-Building
and Scientific and Technical
ooperation for Biodiversity

Kunming - Montreal

GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK

@BIS

OBIS is listed in the
complementary indicators for
KMGBF Targets 20 and 21.

Intergovernmental
Oceanographic
Commission

®BIS
DIS

G2is

CBD COP16 recognized OBIS, GOOS and ODIS
as the ocean components of a Global
Biodiversity Observing System as part of the
monitoring framework of the GBF.



OBIS Ja an: A wthhful https://www.nature.com/articles/d42473-020-00526-w
eye on the deep-sea
environment
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Edokko Mark | type 365, is a frédl, lander-type observatory. A still frame from a video taken by the Edokko Mark I
type 365 at a depth of 5500 m.

It drops to the seabed via its own weight, captures video and can stay

on the seabed for 12 months at a time.


https://www.nature.com/articles/d42473-020-00526-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/d42473-020-00526-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/d42473-020-00526-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/d42473-020-00526-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/d42473-020-00526-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/d42473-020-00526-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/d42473-020-00526-w

OBIS Japan: eDNA metabarcoding datasets

{é} OCEAN BIODIVERSITY g
INFORMATION SYSTEM p—

Environmental baseline data in abyssal plain off Minami
Torishima based on 16S rRNA gene

URL https://www.godac.jamstec.go.jp/ipt/resource?r=jamstec_sip-2-prokaryotes-16s-data_2019
Repository URL  https://www.godac.jamstec.go.jp/ipt/
Node OBIS Japan

Published 2023-07-06 06:55

Video footage: baited trap

il Bl OCEAN BIODIVERSITY —
; : ; INFORMATION SYSTEM —
unesco

Environmental baseline data in abyssal plain off Minami
Torishima based on megafauna occurrence

URL https://www.godac.jamstec.go.jp/ipt/resource?r=jamstec_sip-2-megafauna-video-data_2019
Repository URL  https://www.godac.jamstec.go.jp/ipt/

Node OBIS Japan

Published 2023-04-20 02:29

https://obis.org/dataset/c5cebe76-4ad6-4fce-ab683-f6bb01c70955

m ﬁ?v} OCEAN BIODIVERSITY —
co 2 INFORMATION SYSTEM —

unes

Environmental baseline data in abyssal plain off Minami
Torishima based on 18S rRNA gene

URL https://www.godac.jamstec.go.jp/ipt/resource?r=jamstec_sip-2-meiofauna-18s-data_2019
Repository URL  https://www.godac.jamstec.go.jp/ipt/

Node OBIS Japan

Published 2024-06-01 03:00

Sediment core

@ gs} OCEAN BIODIVERSITY —
3 INFORMATION SYSTEM -

unesco
Environmental baseline data in abyssal plain off Minami

Torishima based on physicochemical parameters and
meiofauna community

URL https://www.godac.jamstec.go.jp/ipt/resource?r=jamstec_sip-2-sediment_parameter-
data_2019

Repository URL  https://www.godac.jamstec.go.jp/ipt/

Node OBIS Japan

Published 2023-04-20 02:33



https://obis.org/dataset/c5ce6e76-4ad6-4fce-a683-f6bb01c70955
https://obis.org/dataset/c5ce6e76-4ad6-4fce-a683-f6bb01c70955
https://obis.org/dataset/c5ce6e76-4ad6-4fce-a683-f6bb01c70955
https://obis.org/dataset/c5ce6e76-4ad6-4fce-a683-f6bb01c70955
https://obis.org/dataset/c5ce6e76-4ad6-4fce-a683-f6bb01c70955
https://obis.org/dataset/c5ce6e76-4ad6-4fce-a683-f6bb01c70955
https://obis.org/dataset/c5ce6e76-4ad6-4fce-a683-f6bb01c70955
https://obis.org/dataset/c5ce6e76-4ad6-4fce-a683-f6bb01c70955
https://obis.org/dataset/c5ce6e76-4ad6-4fce-a683-f6bb01c70955

OBIS: Area-based Management Tools
Species range maps to support marine spatial planning

[] @ “ MPA Europe map platform X - v

&€ > C 2% shiny.obis.org/distmaps/ W £} & Finishupdate : P red iCt i O n S O re OVO i | G b | e
% specEs for different climate
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: . Low ngh. Sebastes norvegicus = 2050 Gnd 2]00), enab”ng
> A8 vaskaclve - Sebastes norvegicus climate-smart p|0nnin9°

Phylum: Chordata > Order: Perciformes > Family:
Sebastidae
AphialD: 151324
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OBIS: delivering data infrastructure for
Marine Genetic Resources

Latest alerts

All areas All confidence levels All risk levels unreviewed plausible confirmed rejected All taxa

I n Va S Ive S p e CI eS «First Previous Page 48 of 144  Next
d eCi S i o n too I & a le rt Taxon Ared Confidence || Besthit Reads Names | Risk ) Status Detected

® Didemnum perlucidum Fiji medium 1.0 46 1 _ priority plausible 1year, 3 months ago

Chordata > Ascidiacea > Didemnidae

system

. ® Diplosoma listerianum Fiji O 2 1 3 years ago
portal.pacman.obis.org Chordota » scocea > Dirmidos
] ] & WoRMS: 103579
© Diplosoma listerianum Fiji O 4 1 2 years ago

Chordata > Ascidiacea > Didemnidae

.BISJ\GBIF 2 g »

DNA-derived and
traditional observations

Pest species detected in Detectlon status Informs decision
monitored area reviewed making


https://portal.pacman.obis.org/

Proposed model: BBNJ
e e g standard batch identifier

« FundingReference s PublicationYear
SBI :MP&H—[} d d—isDarivedme—I
(DOI?) isPartO———— 4
A
NCBI/ENA |
documents ! .
| BioProject ;
d BioSample Experiment Run ] D ==}—
— i « geo_loc_name .
-__—__ E « lat_lon :
_— , « depth . . .
| « collection_date E isDerivedFrom
data management plan « source_mat_id .
cruise report : E
! BioSample Experiment Run ] Dl ==
e . v
bioinformatics
analysis
; OBIS |
: E « citation
— ( E » materialSamplelD
research output | == : services < < ingestion ; « fisldNumber
— : L ; « locality
: : « decimalLongitude
: ' + decimallatitude
d isDerivedFrom D> d
« ResourceType = JournalArticle + ResourceType = Dataset

« Title « Title
+ PublicationYear « PublicationYear



BBNJ SBI demo

SBl identifier:

hitps-//doi.org/10.25607/sbi.in2018v03

Fetch relationships
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2/ Capacity Development

Karen Evans, Head, Ocean Science/ CD coordinator, |I0C




|OC capacity development activities: key governing documents

unesco

Intergovernmental
Oceanographic
Commission

Commission
océanographique
intergouvernemeantale

 2023-2030

4

Restricted Distribution I0C/A-33/4.2.Doc(1)

Paris, 15 May 2025
Original: English

unesco

INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION
(of UNESCO)

Thirty-third Session of the Assembly
UNESCO, 25 June—3 July 2025

Iltem 4.2 of the Provisional Agenda

DRAFT IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
FOR THE ICC CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 2023-2030

Summary

In 2023, the 10C Assembly adopted the 10C Capacity Development Strategy
2023-2030 (IOC/INF-1433) and its Outreach and Communications Plan
(10C-32/4 3. Doc(2)). In 2024, the Executive Council revised the Terms of
Reference of the 10C Group of Experts on Capacity Development (GE-CD)
and instructed the Group to present a draft Implementation Plan to the 1OC
Assembly at its 33" session.

This document presents the draft IOC Implementation Plan for the 10C
Capacity Development Strategy 2023-2030 in accordance with Executive
Council Decision EC-57/4 6. The proposed plan builds on the work of the
Task Team on MNeeds Assessment and the Working Group on
Implementation Plan, both established by the 10C Group of Experts on
Capacity Development (GE-CD). The full plan given in appendix to this
document in English only was approved by the GE-CD n April 2025 and 1s
now proposed ta the Assembly for adoption. The full plan is preceded by a
four-page summary in the working languages of the Commission_

The proposed decision referenced A-33/Dec4.2 in the Action Paper
{document 10C/A-33/2 Prov ) also proposes the continuation of the 10C
Group of Experts on Capacity Development with revised terms of reference.

|OC Group of Experts on
Capacity Development




|IOC capacity development activities

unesco

rgovernment;

1. Human resources developed at individual and institutional
| levels

Restricted Distribution 10C/A-33/4.2.Doc(1)
Paris, 15 May 2025
Original: English

e <o 2. Access to technology, physical infrastructure, data and information
T established or improved

Thirty-third Session of the Assembly
UNESCO, 25 June-3 July 2025

3. Global, regional and sub-regional mechanisms strengthened

ro T 100 CAPACHY SveL P BTG 220 4. Development of ocean research policies to support sustainable
B development objectives

In 2023, the IOC Assembly adopted the |OC Capacity Development Strategy
2023-2030 (IOC/INF-1433) and its Outreach and Communications Plan
(10C-32/4.3.Doc(2)). In 2024, the Executive Council revised the Terms of

Reference of the 10C Group of Experts on Capacity Development (GE-CD)
and instructed the Group to present a draft Implementation Plan to the |OC
..................................... Assembly at its 33" session 5

20 This document presents the draft IOC Implementation Plan for the 1OC
Capacity Development Strategy 2023-2030 in accordance with Executive

| Visibility, awareness and understanding on the roles and values of
..................................... N the ocean and ocean research in relation to human wellbeing and

document in English only was approved by the GE-CD in April 2025 and is
now proposed to the Assembly for adoption. The full plan is preceded by a

four-page summary in the working languages of the Commission. M °

The proposed decision referenced A-33/Dec4.2 in the Action Paper S u S a I l Ia e eve O pl I lel l I I IC rea Se
(document I0C/A-33/2 Prov.) also proposes the continuation of the |OC

Group of Experts on Capacity Development with revised terms of reference.

6. Sustained resource mobilization reinforced
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|IOC capacity development activities

Online training
- building understanding across science, data, management, policy, governance topics
- application of tools
- how to’s (e.qg., use of databases, platforms)
In person hands-on training
- building targeted skills — in field, laboratory, use of platforms and tools
- Internships
Workshops
- building deeper understanding

- development and testing approaches

- |dent|fy|ng priorities for further targeting




Capacity Development platforms

English (en) ~
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' Delivering UNESCO/IOC capacity development for the ocean we need for the fi

A

The OceanTeacher Global Academy (OTGA) provides a comprehensive internet-based training platform 0 c E A N D E c A D E 5

that supports classroom training, blended training, and online (distance) learning.

OTGA aims to build equitable capacity related to ocean research, observations and services in all I0C
Member States by delivering training courses on a range of topics addressing the priority areas of the

UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development and the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs aswell as LBl I A i 3 e A 4 4 b :
supporting the implementation of the IOC Capacity Development Strategy. h B | b

Empowering global ocean stewardship through capacity
building

Scientific Knowledge Sustainable Use of Marine Spatial Marine and Coastal
and Research Marine Resources Planning Ecosystems

ISO accredited Matching needs with delivery




Capacity Development platforms

QTG@

OceanTeacher Global Academy

17 Training Centres (RTC/STCs) 2
+100s of partners : VAR
1000 lecturers

17 000 users e-Learning
187 countries

+50 courses yearly q
OTGA Alumni ; 4 : _
4 languages EN ES PT FR il

— MNatural Resource Managers
I S 0 - t f d Practitioners in operations and support
c e r I I e L M S Decision and policymakers
Institutional managers

Au to m a te d = p.[] rti N g ( KPIS) Technicians, advisors and consultants

Extension services

Teachers and educators OTGA communication pack
ECOPs, graduates and postgraduates

e OTGA Partners
Marine and maritime organizations, research projects, capacity
development initiatives, international programmes, multi-national

ntergovernmental organizations

Deeanographic UN agencies



Capacity Development platforms

QTG@

OceanTeacher Global Academy

OTGA training courses are developed and delivered
by RTC/STCs and affiliated partners . S

Course pl’ﬂpﬂﬁﬂ Planning, development, and delivery of training

{1} Coordination and management of courses and alumni.

Shared e-Learning Platform OCEANTEACHER GLOBAL ACADEMY

Creation of learning resources and activities =
Work plan _ _ N
{2} Mechanisms for connecting experts, facilitators, and centres g:m oTClE
Guidance on learning services procedures and standards  —— -
Training and mentoring exchange and internships ?_:;‘_
Learning S
materials =
8 ——
Training e —— =
delivered —
unesco (4) | e
~ Evaluation Ee—
ntergovernmental e

Dceanographic { }
L ETTI S50 5



Overview Session on I0C/Decade potential contributions >
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3/ The role of I0OC in Regional Sub-Commissions

Wenxi Zhu, Head, IOC/WESTPAC Secretariat




Overview Session on I0C/Decade potential contributions (&
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4/ Ocean Decade focus on BBNJ

Alison Clausen, Decade Deputy Coordinator I0C




BBNJ in the Ocean Decade

Capacity Development

e Over 20% of Decade e Focus during 2" half of e Collaboration between
programmes contribute Decade on uptake of Capacity Development
directly to BBNJ knowledge Facility & OTGA

e > 100 Decade projects e Engagement via UN * Tailored introductory
addressing elements of Oceans course complemented by
BBNJ e Convening of BBNJ support to partner

e Numerous cross-cutting related Decade Actions initiatives
Decade programmes in March 2026 @ BBNJ * Ongoing needs
address data, CD, OL or Symposium assessment for future
other issues relevant to e Priority issue for BBNJ related CD
BBNJ discussion at 2027 Ocean Initiatives

e Detailed mapping to be Decade Conference via e Active resource
carried out to identify BBNJ ‘Action Plan’ mobilisation
direct entry pDints and e Process to secure
support areas dedicated human

resources to coordinate

process

unes

Intergovermmantal 2“21 United Matons Dacadea
Ceeanographic of Ocean Scenoe
Commisian 2“3 D for Sustainable Development




BBNJ in the Ocean Decade Capacity Development Facility - Achievements

Environmental DNA (eDNA)

Training for Africa and the
Adjacent Island States

\N Training
Date: November 2025

Location: Ghana

Partner Organization: University of Ghana; 10C
Sub Commission for Africa and the Adjacent
Island States; OTGA

Beneciaries : 29 individuals from 15 African
countries, supported by 5 instructors from

the course in East Africa

Objective: To equip ECOPs by providing
practical, hands-on sampling fieldwork

\\Egpeﬁence

Ghana and 1 from Kenya, with plans to replicate

/

UI'IE?CO @

2['21“1 HI: L ade
2”301r uta I:l-L selop

Date: August 2025
Location: South Africa
Partner Organization: WIOMSA

Beneciaries: ILK holders from Africa (Kenya,
Madascar and South Africa) to participate
in co-design workshop as subject matter
experts

Obijective : Ensuring equitable stakeholder
engagement by integrating Indigenous and
Local Knowledge

Enhancing marine

biodiversity data collection
and publishing Workshop

N

Date: November 2025
Location: Portugal
Partner organization: Air Centre

Beneficiaries: Supported four African
ECOPs to participate in MBON training and
train to serve as future trainers under a
Train-the-Trainees approach

Objective: Training researchers to clean,
standardize, and publish marine biological
data using global standards (OBIS)

-




Course Aims and Audience:

Ocean Decade / OTGA e-Learning Course on the BBNJ Agreement

*MNatural environment of the open ocean

Comprehensive background on the BBNJ Agreement, its 1) Introduction to the topIC  RMMARIHIEVHNATSetRS

tent . & rel ithin th t of marine biodiversity of QLR EIECENE TGN CE e
contents, alms & relevance witnin the current ocean areas beyond national

governance framework jurisdiction:

Focus on ocean science & knowledge, including tools and
mechanisms available

*Elements & Aims of the BBNJ agreement.

*Focus is on the technical competencies needed for the
operationalization of the BENJ agreement across all pillars

Overview of ocean observations & data in Areas Beyond
National Jurisdiction

2) BBNJ in Practice:

Practicable and useful to its operationalization, as it will
outline ways how ocean professionals can play their part in
the implementation of the BBNJ-Agreement and benefit from
available tools

*Encouraging course participants to find their role in shaping
the BENJ process

3) Gning $TATGT e R [0 22\ B «Ways how to strengthen cooperation and coordination in the
implementation of the Agreement

Designed for the 10C community, which include ocean Agreement text: Reflections on emerging technologies
practitioners of different sectors who will be part of the S L DR DR T
implementation of the BBNJ-Agreement (scientists, managers,

technical staff, governmental agencies, private sector, among Survey will be shared with WG members to elicit feedback on contents
others)

unes
Intergovemimantal 2 u 2 ‘I HFI LIIE'

Commecaon 2030 wors:




Overview Session on I0C/Decade potential contributions
across 5 dimensions (presentation + Q/A)

5/ 10C contributions towards the functions of a BBNJ
Clearing House mechanism

Ward Appeltans, Head, OBIS, I0C

£

,
N

unesco

Intergovernmental
Oceanographic
Commission




The unique challenges in the implementation of the BBNJ
Agreement

Due to its unique scope and ambition, the implementation of the BBNJ
Agreement presents a range of complex tasks to Parties and stakeholders.

< @@ %

How can we close critical How can we ensure equitable How can we build inclusive,
knowledge and data gaps access to capacity, coherent governance that
to support evidence-based technology, and knowledge aligns the BBNJ Agreement
decision-making in ABNJ? for all countries, especially with existing frameworks and
those with limited resources? gives all countries a meaningful
voice
| P

Y

N




A science- and data-first approach to support
the implementation of the BBNJ Agreement

The BBNJ Agreement explicitly underscores the importance of using
the best available science and scientific information to support its implementation.

& Ly )

Science helps us Open science enables Scientific data is Science contributes
understand the Ocean informed and transparent collective, verified, to a more inclusive
and its accelerating decision-making. and interoperable. Implementation
changes. of the BBNJ
Agreement.
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The BBNJ Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM):
A Digital Backbone Enabling Frictionless Data Flows

A science-based, data-first open-access platform delivering ABNJ-related information:
The BBNJ CHM is a dynamic enabler of cooperation, capacity, and conservation

/ BBNJ Agreement Clearing House Mechanism \

Conservation

. Outreach
Data Data Capacity Education
integration provision match
Research
Capacity dev.

" /

The specific modalities for its operation shall be determined by the Conference of the Parties (COP).




Overview of the IOC's Clearing-House Mechanism

The data-first IOC Clearing-House Mechanism can support the implementation of the BBNJ Agreement.
It is operational, global, responsive, and built on transparency, openness and FAIRness.

Access and Discovery

User-facing interface for easy BBNJ CHM
access, discovery, and reuse Discovery and access interface
of data and resources.

|

......................................... ( ODISCat (+3,000 sources) ) e
Integration and T

interoperability ' Ocean Data Information System

interconnecting systems Technical framework for interoperability

Knowledge

and Capacity
Data Generation
and Curation

000000

Global networks ‘Data access ‘Capacity building

coordination
s ) ;

» f’ _'} r'_‘::’lv/-"!_

e
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How operational & scalable IOC components could support
the 4 pillars of the BBNJ Agreement

BBN. Marine Genetic Area-Based Environmental Capacity Building
lar Resources Management Impact & Technology
P (MGRs) Tools Assessments Transfer
. GOOS GOOS OTGA
Service
MSPGlobal WOD OceanExpert
Technical Ocean Data and Information System
framework
................... ( ODISCat >
Discovery

interface Ocean Info Hub




Operationalizing the Clearing-House Mechanism
of the BBNJ Agreement: Strategic Priorities Ahead

Critical minimal technical functions of the Clearing House Mechanism (CHM) to support the
operationalization of BBNJ

Sy g
‘
rrrrerem
Document system: Matching facility/tools for MGR reporting
e Upload and download functions for capacity building and ® pre-post cruise
documents and reports Technology Transfer notification system

® A notification mechanism; ® A mechanism to generate

batch identifiers for
MGRs

e Initial data security measures;
e User modalities (e.g., who can upload and
download information)

1 GBS




|OC's Expertise Supporting the Clearing-House Mechanism
of the BBNJ Agreement

As the only UN body with a mandate focused entirely on marine science, services, and capacity
development, IOC is uniquely positioned to support the implementation of the BBNJ Agreement.

@ & ”

IOC has extensive expertise IOC services are designhed with IOC is ready to partner with BBNJ
in designing, operating, and equity in mind, offering free and stakeholders to implement an
iInterconnecting data and open access and tailored support inclusive, data-driven CHM,
information systems. for developing states, Small Island leveraging its existing initiatives
The existing and operational 10C’s Developing States (SIDS), and and mobilizing assessment tools.
CHM can serve as a blueprint for Least Developed Countries

the BBNJ CHM. (LDCs).

3 ’ ) F
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Partnering for a better Ocean

As a competent international organization, |OC will respond
to requirements from UNCLOS and other international instruments.

|OC may act as a joint specialized mechanism of the organizations of the UN
system that have agreed to use |IOC for certain responsibilities in the fields of
marine sciences and ocean services (cfr UN Ocean Decade)

©BIS  @DIS G»iS QIH QTGE Q
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5. Overall discussion on the work of the WG, ie focus and timeline
of next sessions (In Depth Session on individual topics)

 What should be the focus of the next WG session (In Depth session)?

* February 2026: CHM ?
e April 2026: Data/Obs and CD ?

 What should be the outputs of these Sessions? For eg:

Understanding the landscape and IOC’s comparative advantage in a given area
Understanding of capacity development needs of MS (science community, decision
makers, and managers) in specific area

Recommendations for technical/scientific specifications to enhance 10C products,
services and CD for BBNJ application, including areas in need of additional support
andresources

Key messages to convey to IOC and UN MS engaged in the BBNJ process (incl though
events)

Other?

 What would be the best way to prepare these WG In Depth Sessions?
* Do we need to establish smaller Task Groups who can address these outputs and

prepare the discussion with the wider WG? ( eg on CD, CHM). We will need volunteers
to contribute and lead these.

5
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e
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CLOSURE
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